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emptier than normal for rughy's
highlight game of the year.

But the crowds came and the
corporate bones Rear Window peeked
into were bustling as well,

It was the same story at the
traditional Bledisioe Cup warm-up
event, the Trans Tasman Business
Circle lunch at Sydney's Sofitel
Wentworth, which attracted a room full
of executives.

The event was part sponsored by Air
New Zealand. General manager for its
Australian operations Cam Wallace said
the airline has just released a funmy
safety message involving the All
Blacks, partly, according to Wallace, to
get “passengers to actually take notice
of the safety messages”™. >

Other speakers at the Trans TESITIEI‘!.

=unch included former Wallaby captain
and Australian FAnancial Review rughy
writer John Eales, Wallaby prop Al
Baxter and former All Black Christian
Cuflen.

Quizzed by another former Wallaby
and MC for the lunch, Chris “Buddha™
Handy, Cullen said his relationship with
former All Black coach — and until
recently the coach of the Westem
Force John Mitchell - was non-existent.

With a year to go until the 2011
World Cup in New Zealand, the NZ
government minister in charge of the
event, Murray McCully, told the lunch

- crowd he was the “right winger in the
parliamentary rugby team”.

MecCully said the Australian federal
election had gained a good deal of
interest in New Zealand, as it always
tended to do.

But the long defay on the result and
the confused nature of the government
had left the affable McCully and his NZ
colleagues baffled.

*| was wondering when | accepted
this invitation to speak earlier in the
year whether | would have a shiny new
bunch of Australian ministers to play
with whan | arrived,” he said.
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Sweetheart deal for successful singles

She doesn't want to be compared with
America's over-the-top Millonaire
Matchmaker Patti Stanger, but Trady
Gilbert has similar goals for her
business.

The idea is to bring highly successiul
people together but in a more
systematic way than just hanging
around the local pub or bar,

Gilbert’s Elite Introductions
International doesn't require anything
more than a business card - and about
$5000 - because she says people’s
authenticity can be checked quickly.

“We do a long profile interview about
their interests,” she says,

“But we don’t ask for financial
statements or anything like that. If we
get their card, then we can soon google
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them to check them out.”

But while Hite does some checking, it
doesnt pass all that information on to
the potential partner.

“Before the date both get told the
suburb the other person is from, what
industry they work in and the person’s
first name.

“But for privacy reasons and to stop
them doing the googling themselves, we
don't tell them the other person’s
surname or the company they work for.”

Gilbert says she has about 1000
people on her books in Sydney and 500
in Melboume.

“However, there are clients from
Sanctuary Cove and Machkay, atthough
we do tell them that most of our
database is Sydney and Melbourme,”

And mainly working in the finance
industry. In fact about 60 per cent of her
clients, Gilbert says.

Many have time for a relationship but
are less enthusiastic about devoting
time to finding someone with simitar
tastes and attitudes.

Efite claims 70 per cent of couples.
enter what it calls long-term
relationships, which is anything that
lasts for six months from its
introduction.

Gilbert says there have been some
cracking first dates.

“One went for 20 hours. They met,
decided to drive to the snow and then
skied for 10 hours and drove back.™

Or that's what they're telling us,

anyway.
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sectors.

That includes fire retardant clothing,
wet weather gear and first aid
equipment.

Jeminex's annual revenue is about
$285 million.

Before his time at Yakka, Bergin had
15 years with Country Road in its
sales and operations area.

He will work with the rest of the
Jeminex senior management team to
grow the brand as weil as provide
strategic guidance across the
COmpany.

Gift of giving just
got a bit easier

Social Ventures Australia, headed by
former Macquarie Banl executive
director Michael Traill and former fund
mianager Chris Cuffe, hosted 2
breakfast at Simmers at the Wharf in
the Rocks in Sydney on Friday.

The breakfast launched a services
business to help wealthy individuals
part with their hard-earned cash for
philanthropic purposes by setting up
an individual charitable foundation,
thereby creating a more tax-effective
way of giving,

These foundations, known as private
ancillary funds or PAFs, facilitate a
structured, tax-effective program of
giving to charities. The Private Ancillary
Fund Service is designed to be a one-
stop-shop for philanthropists seeking
to understand these structures.

Guests at the breakfast, which was
officially launched by Senator Ursula
Stephens, included SVA Philanthropic
Advisory Board member David Gonski
{one of the key architects of
government legiskation to create the
PAF), Gilbert & Tobin head Danny
Gilbert, Sam Meers reprasenting the
Melson Meers Foundation, and Gary
Gerstle of MAN Investments Australia.
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